Rhode Island School District and Kent Hospital Participate in Effort to Reduce Childhood

Obesity

GM Eileen O’Donoghue and CNM Pam Hill reported that Kent County Hospital and the Warwick School District (managed by Sodexo) have recently been published on the RWJ news in recognition of their collaborate effort to reduce childhood obesity. The press release read as follows:

The Rhode Island Foundation has awarded the Warwick School Department and Kent Hospital a $35,000 grant to maintain their Warwick Wellness Collaborative, the Warwick Beacon reports. The collaborative, which is entering its second year of funding from the Rhode Island Foundation, will use the funding to support a nutrition and health program aimed at addressing soaring rates of childhood obesity in the community. Specifically, the program seeks to encourage children and their families to make long-lasting lifestyle changes to promote health. Last year, the program was piloted in 17 Warwick elementary schools. This year, approximately 5,000 students in the Warwick school system will participate in some aspect of the program. In addition, an extensive education program will be offered to all second graders on an ongoing basis. According to collaborative representatives, the program could potentially serve as a blueprint for health education curricula in school systems throughout the state (Warwick Beacon, 12/3/09).
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